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Learning Unlimited Preparatory School

Mission, Philosophy & Objectives

Mission Statement

Learning Unlimited Preparatory School is committed to developing each student's potential within a safe,
positive, inclusive, and academically challenging environment. The LUPS community values scholarship,
creativity, character, ethical development, and meaningful participation in a diverse school community.
Recognizing that students learn in different ways and develop at different rates, LUPS provides opportunities
for students to grow as confident, independent, and reflective learners. Our goal is to prepare students to
become lifelong learners, responsible decision-makers, compassionate community members, and globally
aware citizens.

Philosophy and Objectives
To fulfill its mission, Learning Unlimited Preparatory School is committed to providing a rigorous, engaging,
and developmentally appropriate educational program that:

1. Fosters individual responsibility, self-confidence, resilience, and accountability.

2. Cultivates curiosity, resourcefulness, intellectual independence, and a lifelong appreciation of
learning.

3. Provides broad-based, integrated, and experiential learning across the academic disciplines in
preparation for future study.

4. Develops critical thinking, creative thinking, inquiry, problem-solving, and decision-making skills.

5. Strengthens communication, research, organizational, and collaborative skills.

6. Promotes global awareness, intercultural understanding, and respect for diverse perspectives and
experiences.

7. Creates meaningful opportunities for leadership, service, and positive participation in the school
community.

8. Encourages ethical conduct, integrity, empathy, respect, and responsible citizenship.

9. Supports students in becoming increasingly independent learners who can reflect on their progress,
respond to feedback, and take ownership of their growth.

10. Builds strong partnerships among students, families, faculty, staff, and school leadership in support

of student learning and well-being.

Commitment to Inclusion and Equal Opportunity

Learning Unlimited Preparatory School provides students with access to its educational programs, activities,
and opportunities without discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, sex, or national origin.
This commitment extends to the administration of educational policies, student programs, scholarships,
activities, and school personnel and employment practices.

MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM

The LUPS Middle School curriculum provides a purposeful transition from elementary learning to the
increased independence and academic expectations of high school. Students develop progressively stronger
skills in communication, critical thinking, problem-solving, research, organization, collaboration, creativity,
and personal responsibility.

Courses are designed to build logically from year to year while providing students with opportunities to
explore interests, strengthen foundational skills, and assume increasing responsibility for their learning.

Grade 6

Curriculum Scope and Sequence

Grade 6 students complete the following year-long academic courses:
e English Language Arts 6

e Mathematics 6

e Ancient Civilizations 6

e Science6

e Dutch6
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Students also complete the Grade 6 Quarterly Elective Rotation:
e Physical Education & Health 6
e Digital Arts 6
o Life Skills 6
e Chess6

English Language Arts 6
Grade: 6 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None
Course Description
English Language Arts 6 develops foundational skills in reading, writing, grammar, vocabulary, research, and
communication. Students read a range of classic and contemporary literature while strengthening
comprehension, analysis, and literary-response skills. Writing instruction includes narrative, expository,
descriptive, persuasive, and introductory research writing. Grammar, usage, mechanics, and vocabulary are
taught in context and applied directly to student writing.
Major Topics / Units
e Literary Reading and Analysis
e Narrative, Expository, Descriptive, and Persuasive Writing
e Grammar, Usage, Mechanics, and Style
e Vocabulary Development
e Introduction to Research and Source Use
e Short Stories and Novels
e Writing Process and Revision
Skills & Learning Outcomes
Students will:
e Read and comprehend a range of literary and informational texts.
e |dentify main ideas, themes, supporting details, and basic literary elements.
e Develop organized written responses for different purposes.
e Apply grade-appropriate grammar, usage, mechanics, and vocabulary.
e Plan, draft, revise, and edit written work.
e Conductintroductory research and communicate findings appropriately.

Mathematics 6
Grade: 6 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None
Course Description
Mathematics 6 develops a strong foundation in numerical reasoning, computation, mathematical
communication, and problem-solving. Students work with fractions, decimals, percentages, ratios, rates,
measurement, number theory, geometry, and patterns while developing introductory algebraic thinking.
Variables, equations, graphs, the coordinate plane, probability, and statistics prepare students for
increasingly advanced mathematics in Grade 7 and beyond.
Major Topics / Units
Fractions, Decimals, and Percentages
Ratios, Rates, and Measurement
Number Theory and Patterns
Geometry
Algebraic Expressions and Introductory Equations
Graphs and the Coordinate Plane
. Probability and Basic Statistics
Skills & Learning Outcomes
Students will:
1. Perform mathematical operations accurately and efficiently.
2. Solve problems using appropriate strategies.
3. Represent mathematical relationships using equations, tables, graphs, and models.
4. Apply mathematics to real-world situations.
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5. Explain mathematical reasoning clearly.
6. Develop the foundational algebraic thinking necessary for Grade 7 mathematics.

Ancient Civilizations 6
Grade: 6 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None
Course Description
Ancient Civilizations 6 introduces students to the geography, history, cultures, governments, economies, and
achievements of societies that helped shape the modern world. Students examine how civilizations
developed, interacted, adapted, and changed over time. Geographic study supports an understanding of
relationships among people, places, resources, and historical development.
Major Topics / Units
1. Geography and Historical Inquiry
Early Civilizations
Governments and Economic Systems
Major Empires and Political Powers
Cultural and Technological Developments
Significant Historical People, Events, and Periods
7. Interaction and Development of Civilizations
Skills & Learning Outcomes
Students will:
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Interpret maps and basic geographic information.

Identify significant historical people, places, events, and developments.

Explain how governments, economies, and societies developed.

Compare civilizations across time and geography.

Examine cause, consequence, continuity, and change.

Use historical evidence to explain connections between ancient societies and the modern
world.
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Science 6
Grade: 6 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None
Course Description
Science 6 provides an integrated introduction to life, Earth, physical, and health sciences. Students
investigate ecosystems, classification, adaptation, cells, heredity, weather and climate, solar radiation, the
solar system, chemical properties, the nervous system, nutrition, and global health. Laboratory and inquiry-
based experiences develop observation, measurement, data interpretation, scientific reasoning, and
introductory scientific-reporting skills.
Major Topics / Units
1. Ecosystems, Classification, and Adaptation
Cells and Heredity
Weather and Climate
Solar Radiation and the Solar System
Introduction to Chemical Properties
The Nervous System
Global Health and Nutrition
8. Scientific Investigation and Laboratory Reporting
Skills & Learning Outcomes
Students will:
Apply scientific inquiry and observation skills.
Conduct and document basic laboratory investigations.
Collect, organize, and interpret scientific data.
Draw evidence-based conclusions.
Explain foundational concepts in life, Earth, physical, and health sciences.
Communicate scientific findings using appropriate terminology and formats.

Nogr~wn
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World Language Continuity — Grade 6

Dutch instruction at LUPS begins in the elementary grades and continues through Grade 6, reflecting the
school’s location in Dutch Sint Maarten and the importance of Dutch within the local context. Grade 6
consolidates and extends the Dutch language skills developed in Grades 1-5. Beginning in Grade 7, students
transition to a sustained world-language pathway in either French or Spanish, reflecting the multilingual
character of St. Maarten/Saint-Martin and preparing students for continued language study through high
school and future postsecondary opportunities.

Dutch 6

Grade: 6 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Dutch 6 continues the language study begun in Grades 1-5 and strengthens students’ proficiency in
vocabulary, grammar, sentence structure, listening, speaking, reading, writing, and everyday communication.
Through oral practice, reading, writing, visual supports, and guided activities, students consolidate prior
learning while using Dutch with increasing confidence and accuracy. The course also reinforces
understanding of Dutch-speaking cultures and the role of Dutch within the local Sint Maarten context.
Major Topics / Units

Expanding Vocabulary

Grammar and Sentence Structure

Everyday Communication

Listening and Speaking

Reading and Writing Development

. Dutch-Speaking Cultures and Communities

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Understand and use an expanding range of Dutch vocabulary.

Construct and interpret sentences using appropriate grammatical structures.

Participate in familiar spoken exchanges with increasing confidence.

Strengthen listening, reading, and writing skills developed in earlier grades.

Demonstrate understanding of Dutch-speaking cultures and the local relevance of Dutch in Sint
Maarten.
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Grade 6 Quarterly Elective Rotation

The Grade 6 Quarterly Elective Rotation introduces students to a balanced range of creative, physical,
practical, and strategic experiences. Students rotate through Physical Education & Health, Digital Arts, Life
Skills, and Chess, with each course offered for one quarter.

The rotation develops physical wellness, creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving, practical
independence, and personal responsibility while establishing foundations that will be extended in the Grade 7
rotation.

Physical Education & Health 6

Grade: 6 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Physical Education & Health 6 introduces students to physical fitness, healthy lifestyle choices, teamwork,
discipline, and sportsmanship. Students develop foundational skills through individual and team activities
while learning how physical activity, nutrition, safety, and healthy habits contribute to lifelong well-being.
Major Topics / Units

1. Physical Fitness and Movement

2 Individual and Team Activities

3. Health and Wellness

4. Nutrition and Healthy Habits

5 Safety
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6. Teamwork and Sportsmanship

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Demonstrate foundational movement and fitness skills.
Participate safely and responsibly in physical activities.

Explain basic relationships among exercise, nutrition, and health.
Work cooperatively with others.

Demonstrate discipline, respect, and sportsmanship.
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Digital Arts 6

Grade: 6 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Digital Arts 6 introduces students to digital image creation and editing, with an emphasis on Adobe
Photoshop. Through guided projects, students develop foundational skills using tools, layers, selections,
cropping, resizing, color adjustments, typography, and basic image manipulation. The course establishes the
technical foundation for increasingly purposeful digital design in Grades 7 and 8.

Major Topics / Units

1. Introduction to Digital Art and Adobe Photoshop

Photoshop Interface, Tools, and File Management

Layers, Selections, and Image Composition

Cropping, Resizing, and Basic Image Adjustments

Color, Text, and Typography

Basic Image Manipulation and Creative Effects

Introductory Digital Design Projects

Skllls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Navigate the Adobe Photoshop workspace and use foundational tools.

Create and edit basic digital images.

Work with layers, selections, text, color, and image adjustments.

Organize and save digital files appropriately.

Apply basic principles of composition and visual presentation.

Use digital images and media responsibly.
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Life Skills 6

Grade: 6 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Life Skills 6 develops practical skills that promote personal responsibility, organization, independence,
communication, and sound decision-making. Through real-world situations and hands-on activities, students
explore time management, goal setting, teamwork, introductory personal finance, and everyday problem-
solving.

Major Topics / Units

Organization and Time Management

Goal Setting

Personal Responsibility

Communication and Teamwork

Needs, Wants, and Basic Money Management

Decision-Making and Problem-Solving

Sk|lls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

EEES

1. Use basic organizational and time-management strategies.

2 Set realistic short-term goals.

3. Demonstrate personal responsibility for choices and commitments.
4 Communicate and collaborate appropriately with others.
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5. Distinguish between needs and wants.
6. Apply practical problem-solving strategies to everyday situations.

Chess 6

Grade: 6 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Chess 6 introduces students to the fundamentals of chess while developing concentration, logical reasoning,
strategic thinking, and problem-solving. Students learn the rules, movement of pieces, basic tactics, opening
principles, and introductory endgame concepts through instruction, puzzles, and practice games.
Major Topics / Units

1. Rules and Piece Movement

Board Awareness and Piece Value

Basic Tactics

Opening Principles

Introductory Strategy

Fundamental Endgames

. Sportsmanship and Game Analysis

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Apply the rules of chess correctly.

Recognize basic tactical opportunities and threats.

Apply fundamental opening and endgame principles.

Consider consequences before making moves.

Develop concentration, patience, and logical reasoning.

Demonstrate appropriate competitive behavior and sportsmanship.
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Grade 7

Curriculum Scope and Sequence

Grade 7 students complete the following year-long academic courses:
1. English Language Arts 7

2. Mathematics 7

3. World Geography: Western Hemisphere

4. Earth Science

5. French 7 or Spanish 7

Students also complete the Grade 7 Quarterly Elective Rotation:

1. Physical Education & Health 7
2. Digital Arts 7

3. Life Skills 7

4. Chess 7

English Language Arts 7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

English Language Arts 7 builds upon the literacy foundations established in Grade 6 and develops greater
independence in reading, writing, research, vocabulary, grammar, and oral communication. Students analyze
increasingly complex literary and informational texts and use relevant evidence to support interpretations.
Writing instruction emphasizes organized narrative, explanatory, argumentative, and research-based
compositions, with increased attention to sentence variety, evidence, source use, revision, and academic
integrity.

Major Topics / Units

1. Literary Analysis and Close Reading

2. Fiction, Nonfiction, Poetry, and Drama

3. Narrative, Explanatory, and Argumentative Writing
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Grammar, Usage, and Sentence Structure
Vocabulary Development

Research, Evidence, and Source Use
Speaking, Listening, and Academic Discussion
Writing Process and Revision

Skllls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:
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1. Read and comprehend increasingly complex literary and informational texts.

2. Analyze themes, central ideas, characters, structure, point of view, and author's craft.

3. Select relevant textual evidence to support interpretations.

4. Write organized narrative, explanatory, argumentative, and research-based compositions.

5. Apply grade-appropriate grammar, punctuation, usage, and vocabulary.

6. Conduct introductory research, evaluate sources, take notes, and acknowledge sources
appropriately.

7. Participate effectively in academic discussions.

8. Plan, draft, revise, edit, and strengthen written work.

Mathematics 7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: Successful completion of Grade 6 Mathematics
Course Description

Mathematics 7 builds upon Grade 6 numerical and algebraic foundations while preparing students for
increasingly advanced mathematics. Students develop fluency with rational numbers, ratios, proportions,
percentages, expressions, equations, inequalities, geometry, probability, and statistics. Greater emphasis is
placed on multi-step problem-solving, mathematical modeling, algebraic reasoning, and communicating the
logic behind solutions.

Major Topics / Units

Rational Numbers and Operations

Ratios, Rates, Proportions, and Percentages

Expressions, Equations, and Inequalities

Algebraic Reasoning

Coordinate Graphing

Geometry and Measurement

Probability and Statistics

Mathematical Modeling and Multi-Step Problem-Solving

Skllls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Perform operations accurately with rational numbers.

Apply ratios, rates, proportions, and percentages to real-world problems.

Write, simplify, evaluate, and interpret algebraic expressions.

Solve introductory equations and inequalities.

Represent relationships using tables, graphs, equations, and verbal descriptions.

Apply geometric concepts involving angles, area, surface area, volume, and measurement.
Analyze data and apply probability concepts.

Develop and evaluate multi-step problem-solving strategies.

Explain mathematical reasoning using appropriate representations and vocabulary.
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World Geography: Western Hemisphere

Grade: 7 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

World Geography: Western Hemisphere builds upon the geographic and historical inquiry skills introduced in
Grade 6. Students examine the physical and human geography of North America, Central America, the
Caribbean, and South America, exploring how location, climate, landforms, resources, population, culture,
economics, and human activity shape regions and societies. Maps, geographic data, inquiry, discussion, and
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projects support analysis of cultural diversity, human-environment interaction, regional interdependence,
and contemporary issues.

Major Topics / Units

Foundations of Geography and Geographic Inquiry

Map and Spatial Skills

Physical Geography, Climate, and Natural Resources

Population, Culture, and Human Geography

North America

Central America and the Caribbean

South America

Human-Environment Interaction

Global Connections and Regional Interdependence

Skllls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Apply geographic concepts and vocabulary to people, places, and regions.
Interpret maps, charts, graphs, and geographic data.

Explain relationships among physical geography, settlement, resources, and human activity.
Analyze cultural, political, economic, and environmental characteristics of regions.
Compare regions and identify geographic patterns.

Examine cultural diversity throughout the Western Hemisphere.

Analyze human-environment interactions and their consequences.

Use geographic evidence to investigate contemporary issues.

Communicate geographic conclusions effectively.
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Earth Science 7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Earth Science 7 builds upon the integrated science foundations of Grade 6 through a more focused study of
Earth's systems and its place in the universe. Students investigate Earth's structure, plate tectonics, rocks
and minerals, surface processes, water systems, atmosphere, weather, climate, natural hazards, and
astronomy. Scientific inquiry, laboratory investigation, data analysis, and evidence-based reasoning are
integrated throughout the course.

Major Topics / Units

Scientific Inquiry and Earth Systems

Earth's Structure and Interior

Plate Tectonics, Earthquakes, and Volcanoes

Rocks, Minerals, and the Rock Cycle

Weathering, Erosion, and Earth's Changing Surface

Earth's Water Systems

Atmosphere, Weather, and Climate

Natural Hazards and Environmental Change

Earth, the Solar System, and Astronomy

Sk|lls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Apply scientific inquiry and evidence-based reasoning.

Explain Earth's internal structure and major geologic processes.

Explain how plate tectonics shapes Earth's surface.

Identify and classify common rocks and minerals.

Analyze weathering, erosion, deposition, and surface change.

Explain interactions among Earth's water and atmospheric systems.

Interpret weather and climate data.

Distinguish weather from climate and examine patterns of change.

Describe Earth's relationship to the solar system.
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10. Collect, organize, interpret, and communicate scientific data.
11. Apply scientific understanding to natural hazards and environmental issues.

World Language Selection — Grade 7

Beginning in Grade 7, students select either French or Spanish as their primary world language. No previous
study of either language is required. This transition follows the Grade 6 Dutch sequence and reflects the
multilingual character of Sint Maarten/Saint-Martin and the wider Caribbean region.

Students are generally expected to continue their selected language through middle school and high school,
allowing for sustained development in listening, speaking, reading, writing, and intercultural understanding.
Continued French or Spanish study also supports students as they prepare for postsecondary education and
increasingly international academic and professional environments.

Spanish 7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Spanish 7 introduces students to foundational communication in Spanish and establishes the basis for
continued study through middle and high school. Students develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing
skills while building vocabulary and understanding basic grammatical structures. Cultural study introduces
students to the diversity, traditions, and perspectives of Spanish-speaking communities.

Major Topics / Units

Foundations of Spanish Communication

Listening and Speaking

Reading and Writing

Vocabulary Development

Fundamental Grammar and Sentence Formation

Everyday Communication

. Spanish-Speaking Cultures and Communities

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Understand familiar words, phrases, questions, and basic ideas in spoken Spanish.

Participate in introductory conversations about familiar topics.

Read and interpret short, age-appropriate texts.

Write sentences and short passages using foundational vocabulary and grammar.

Ask and respond to basic questions in Spanish.

Develop increasingly accurate pronunciation and listening comprehension.

Apply strategies for acquiring vocabulary and developing proficiency.

Demonstrate awareness and respect for the diversity of Spanish-speaking cultures.

Develop the foundation necessary for continued study of Spanish.

Nogarowod=
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French7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

French 7 introduces students to foundational communication in French and establishes the basis for
continued study through middle and high school. Students develop listening, speaking, reading, and writing
skills while building vocabulary and understanding basic grammatical structures. Cultural study introduces
students to the diversity, traditions, and perspectives of Francophone communities.

Major Topics / Units

1. Foundations of French Communication

Listening and Speaking

Reading and Writing

Vocabulary Development

Fundamental Grammar and Sentence Formation

Everyday Communication

ocorObd
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7. Francophone Cultures and Communities

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Understand familiar words, phrases, questions, and basic ideas in spoken French.
Participate in introductory conversations about familiar topics.

Read and interpret short, age-appropriate texts.

Write sentences and short passages using foundational vocabulary and grammar.
Ask and respond to basic questions in French.

Develop increasingly accurate pronunciation and listening comprehension.

Apply strategies for acquiring vocabulary and developing proficiency.
Demonstrate awareness and respect for the diversity of Francophone cultures.
Develop the foundation necessary for continued study of French.
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Grade 7 Quarterly Elective Rotation
The Grade 7 Quarterly Elective Rotation builds directly upon the Grade 6 rotation. Students again complete
Physical Education & Health, Digital Arts, Life Skills, and Chess, with each course offered for one quarter.

Physical Education & Health 7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Physical Education & Health 7 builds upon Grade 6 foundations in movement, fitness, wellness, teamwork,
and sportsmanship. Students develop greater proficiency in individual and team activities while assuming
increased responsibility for personal fitness, health choices, strategy, leadership, and safe participation.
Major Topics / Units

Physical Fitness and Personal Wellness

Individual and Team Sport Skills

Game Strategy and Decision-Making

Nutrition and Healthy Lifestyle Choices

Fitness Goal Setting

Teamwork, Leadership, and Sportsmanship

. Safety and Injury Prevention

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Demonstrate increased proficiency in movement and sport-specific skills.

Apply strategies during individual and team activities.

Evaluate personal fitness and establish realistic goals.

Explain relationships among activity, nutrition, rest, and wellness.

Participate safely and responsibly.

. Demonstrate teamwork, leadership, self-discipline, and sportsmanship.

Digital Arts 7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Digital Arts 7 builds upon the foundational Adobe Photoshop skills introduced in Grade 6 and moves students
toward purposeful visual communication. Students use layers, selections, masks, image adjustments,
typography, composition, and image manipulation with increasing independence while applying design
principles to original projects.

Major Topics / Units

1. Intermediate Adobe Photoshop Tools and Workflow

Layers, Masks, and Advanced Selections

Image Correction and Enhancement

Typography and Visual Hierarchy

Color, Composition, and Design Principles

Image Manipulation and Compositing

Noorowbd=
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7. Digital Design and Visual Communication

8. Copyright and Responsible Image Use

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Use Adobe Photoshop with increasing independence.

Apply layers, masks, selections, and adjustments effectively.

Apply principles of color, composition, contrast, balance, and visual hierarchy.
Integrate text and imagery for a defined purpose.

Create and revise original digital designs.

Apply appropriate file-management and digital-media practices.
Demonstrate responsible use, attribution, and copyright awareness.
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Life Skills 7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Life Skills 7 builds upon the personal responsibility and practical decision-making skills introduced in Grade
6. Students develop greater independence in managing time, responsibilities, relationships, goals, money,
communication, and everyday decisions. Practical scenarios emphasize self-advocacy, problem-solving,
conflict resolution, digital responsibility, and the increasing responsibilities of adolescence.

Major Topics / Units

1. Organization and Time Management

Goal Setting and Personal Responsibility

Communication and Self-Advocacy

Decision-Making and Problem-Solving

Conflict Resolution and Healthy Relationships

Personal Finance and Budgeting

Digital Responsibility

. Practical Independence

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Manage academic and personal responsibilities using appropriate organizational strategies.

Set realistic goals and identify steps toward achieving them.

Communicate needs and concerns respectfully.

Apply structured approaches to decisions and problems.

Manage disagreements constructively.

Apply basic budgeting principles.

Recognize how digital choices affect relationships and reputation.

Demonstrate increasing responsibility for personal choices and consequences.

XN ORAON
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Chess 7

Grade: 7 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Chess 7 builds upon the rules, tactics, and strategic concepts introduced in Grade 6. Students develop
stronger tactical awareness, positional understanding, planning, and decision-making through instruction,
puzzles, analysis, and competitive play. Emphasis is placed on anticipating consequences, comparing
alternatives, evaluating positions, and learning from completed games.

Major Topics / Units

Review and Application of Chess Fundamentals

Tactical Patterns and Combinations

Opening Principles and Development

Positional Evaluation

Strategic Planning

Intermediate Endgames

I S
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7. Game Analysis

8. Competitive Play and Sportsmanship

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Apply chess rules and fundamental principles accurately and independently.
Recognize and use common tactical patterns.

Apply opening and basic positional principles.

Evaluate positions and develop appropriate plans.

Anticipate threats and compare alternative moves.

Apply increasingly sophisticated endgame strategies.

Analyze completed games and identify opportunities for improvement.
Demonstrate concentration, patience, resilience, strategic thinking, and sportsmanship.
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Grade 8

Curriculum Scope and Sequence

Grade 8 serves as the culminating year of the LUPS Middle School program and prepares students for the
academic expectations, independence, and increased choice of high school. Students strengthen
disciplinary knowledge while assuming greater responsibility for research, organization, communication,
problem-solving, and independent learning.

Grade 8 students complete the following year-long academic courses:

1. English Language Arts 8

Pre-Algebra 8 or Algebra |

World Geography: Eastern Hemisphere

Physical Science

French 8 or Spanish 8

Students also complete the Grade 8 Quarterly Elective Rotation:

SIS

1. Physical Education & Health 8
2. Digital Arts 8

3. Life Skills 8

4 Chess 8

English Language Arts 8

Grade: 8 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

English Language Arts 8 builds upon the reading, writing, research, vocabulary, grammar, and communication
skills developed in Grades 6 and 7. Students analyze increasingly complex classical and contemporary
literature and informational texts while developing greater independence in interpreting meaning, evaluating
evidence, and communicating ideas.

Writing instruction emphasizes narrative, explanatory, argumentative, and research-based composition, with
particular attention to organization, textual evidence, sentence fluency, style, revision, and academic
integrity. Students engage in sustained research and literary analysis designed to prepare them for the
expectations of high school English.

Major Topics / Units

Literary Analysis and Close Reading

Fiction, Nonfiction, Poetry, and Drama

Narrative, Explanatory, and Argumentative Writing

Research and Evidence-Based Writing

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics, and Style

Vocabulary and Word Analysis

Speaking, Listening, and Academic Discussion

Writing Process, Revision, and Editing

Skllls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:
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Read and analyze increasingly complex literary and informational texts.

Analyze theme, characterization, structure, point of view, author's purpose, and literary techniques.
Select and integrate relevant textual evidence to support interpretations and arguments.

Write organized narrative, explanatory, argumentative, and research-based compositions.
Develop clear claims supported by logical reasoning and appropriate evidence.

Conduct research using multiple sources and appropriately acknowledge source material.
Apply increasingly sophisticated grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, and style.
Participate effectively in academic discussions and oral presentations.

Independently plan, draft, revise, edit, and refine written work.

0. Demonstrate the reading, writing, research, and communication skills necessary for high school
English.
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Mathematics Pathways — Grade 8

Grade 8 students are placed in Pre-Algebra 8 or Algebra | according to demonstrated readiness and prior
mathematical achievement. Both pathways emphasize mathematical reasoning, problem-solving,
communication, and preparation for the appropriate next level of high school mathematics.
Pre-Algebra 8

Grade: 8 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: Successful completion of Mathematics 7
Course Description

Pre-Algebra 8 builds upon the numerical and algebraic reasoning developed in Grade 7 and provides a
comprehensive foundation for Algebra I. Students work with rational numbers, expressions, equations,
inequalities, functions, graphing, exponents, scientific notation, geometry, measurement, statistics,
probability, and introductory polynomial concepts.

The course places increased emphasis on multi-step reasoning, mathematical modeling, recognizing
relationships, and communicating the reasoning behind solutions.

Major Topics / Units

Rational Numbers and Operations

Expressions and Order of Operations

Multi-Step Equations and Inequalities

Ratios, Proportions, and Percent Applications

Exponents and Scientific Notation

Functions and Graphing

Geometry, Measurement, Area, and Volume

Statistics and Probability

9. Introduction to Polynomials

10. Mathematical Modeling and Problem-Solving

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:
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1. Apply operations with rational numbers accurately and efficiently.

2. Simplify and evaluate increasingly complex algebraic expressions.

3. Solve and interpret multi-step equations and inequalities.

4. Apply ratios, proportions, percentages, and measurement to real-world situations.
5. Use exponents and scientific notation appropriately.

6. Represent and interpret relationships using tables, graphs, equations, and functions.
7. Apply geometric formulas and reasoning to area, surface area, volume, and measurement.
8. Analyze data and probability.

9. Apply introductory polynomial concepts.

10. Develop multi-step solutions and justify mathematical reasoning.

11. Demonstrate readiness for Algebra l.

Algebrall

Grade: 8 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: Placement based on demonstrated mathematical
readiness and prior achievement
Course Description
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Algebra | is an accelerated Grade 8 mathematics pathway for students who demonstrate readiness for high
school-level algebra. The course develops a formal understanding of algebraic relationships through the
study of expressions, equations, inequalities, functions, linear relationships, systems, exponents,
polynomials, and introductory quadratic concepts.

Students move beyond computational proficiency to analyze patterns, construct mathematical models,
interpret multiple representations, and justify solutions. Successful completion prepares students for the
next appropriate level of high school mathematics.

Major Topics / Units

Algebraic Expressions and Properties

Linear Equations and Inequalities

Functions and Function Notation

Graphing and Linear Relationships

Systems of Equations

Exponents and Exponential Relationships

Polynomials and Factoring

Introduction to Quadratic Relationships

9. Data Analysis and Mathematical Modeling

10. Multi-Step Problem-Solving and Mathematical Reasoning

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Simplify, evaluate, and manipulate algebraic expressions.

Solve and interpret equations and inequalities.

Represent, analyze, and compare functions.

Graph and interpret linear relationships.

Determine and interpret slope and rate of change.

Solve systems of linear equations using appropriate methods.

Apply exponent rules and analyze exponential relationships.

Perform operations with polynomials and apply introductory factoring techniques.

9. Explore fundamental quadratic relationships.

10. Translate real-world situations into mathematical models.

11. Communicate and justify mathematical reasoning using appropriate notation and representations.
12. Demonstrate readiness for subsequent high school mathematics.
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World Geography: Eastern Hemisphere

Grade: 8 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

World Geography: Eastern Hemisphere builds upon the geographic inquiry and regional-analysis skills
developed in Grade 7. Students examine the physical and human geography of Europe, Africa, Asia, the
Middle East, and Oceania, exploring relationships among geography, culture, history, economics, political
systems, resources, population, and human activity.

Students analyze how geographic factors influence societies and how cultures and regions interact within an
increasingly interconnected world. Current events, maps, geographic data, research, discussion,
presentations, and collaborative inquiry allow students to connect regional studies with contemporary global
issues.

Major Topics / Units

Geographic Inquiry and Spatial Analysis

Europe

Africa

Southwest Asia and the Middle East

South and Central Asia

East and Southeast Asia

Australia, Oceania, and the Pacific

Population, Migration, and Cultural Geography
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9. Resources, Economics, and Development

10. Human-Environment Interaction

11. Globalization and Contemporary Issues

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

1. Interpret maps, geographic data, graphs, demographic information, and other sources.

2. Analyze relationships among physical geography, settlement, culture, economics, and political
development.

3. Compare regions using geographic, cultural, economic, and social characteristics.

4. Examine how geography influences historical and contemporary events.

5. Analyze population, migration, resources, development, and human-environment interaction.

6. Explore diverse cultural perspectives and experiences.

7. Use geographic evidence to investigate regional and global issues.

8. Evaluate connections and interdependence among world regions.

9. Conduct research and communicate findings through written, oral, visual, and collaborative work.

10. Apply geographic reasoning to contemporary global issues.

Physical Science 8

Grade: 8 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Physical Science 8 builds upon the scientific inquiry skills developed in Grades 6 and 7 through a focused
introduction to chemistry and physics. Students investigate matter, atomic structure, the periodic table,
chemical bonding and reactions, motion, forces, energy, electricity, and magnetism.

Emphasis is placed on applying scientific concepts rather than simply recalling facts. Laboratory
investigations require students to develop questions, make observations, collect and analyze data, draw
evidence-based conclusions, and communicate findings using increasingly formal scientific reports. The
course establishes an important foundation for high school laboratory sciences.

Major Topics / Units

Scientific Measurement and Laboratory Investigation

Matter and Its Properties

Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table

Chemical Bonding and Chemical Reactions

Motion and Forces

Work, Energy, and Power

Electricity and Circuits

Magnetism and Electromagnetism

. Data Analysis and Scientific Reporting

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:
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1. Apply scientific inquiry and evidence-based reasoning to physical science phenomena.
2. Use appropriate measurement tools, units, and laboratory procedures.

3. Explain the structure and properties of matter.

4. Interpret fundamental patterns within the periodic table.

5. Explain introductory concepts of chemical bonding and chemical reactions.

6. Analyze relationships among motion, force, mass, and acceleration.

7. Explain transformations and conservation of energy.

8. Apply foundational principles of electricity and magnetism.

9. Design and conduct appropriate laboratory investigations.

10. Collect, organize, graph, analyze, and interpret experimental data.

11. Identify variables and evaluate evidence when drawing conclusions.

12. Prepare increasingly formal laboratory reports using appropriate scientific conventions.
13. Demonstrate readiness for high school laboratory science.
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World Languages — Grade 8

Grade 8 students continue the French or Spanish pathway selected in Grade 7. Instruction builds upon first-
year foundations and develops greater proficiency and independence in listening, speaking, reading, writing,
grammar, vocabulary, and intercultural understanding, preparing students for continued study of the same
language in high school.

Spanish 8

Grade: 8| Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: Spanish 7 or equivalent

Course Description

Spanish 8 builds upon the foundational communication skills developed in Spanish 7. Students expand their
ability to understand and communicate in increasingly varied everyday situations while developing greater
control of vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, reading, and written expression.

Authentic and instructional materials expose students to Spanish as it is used in meaningful contexts, while
cultural study deepens their understanding of the diversity, traditions, perspectives, and experiences of
Spanish-speaking communities.

Major Topics / Units

Interpersonal Communication

Listening and Speaking

Reading Comprehension

Written Communication

Vocabulary Expansion

Grammar and Sentence Development

Pronunciation and Oral Fluency

. Spanish-Speaking Cultures and Communities

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Understand increasingly detailed spoken Spanish on familiar topics.

Participate in conversations and exchanges with greater confidence and independence.

Read and interpret increasingly complex age-appropriate texts.

Write connected sentences and short compositions for familiar purposes.

Apply an expanding range of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Improve pronunciation, fluency, and listening comprehension.

Communicate information, ideas, preferences, and experiences.

Use contextual and linguistic strategies to determine meaning.

Compare cultural practices and perspectives across Spanish-speaking communities.

0. Demonstrate the proficiency necessary for continued Spanish study in high school.
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French 8

Grade: 8 | Credit: 1.0 | Length: Full Year | Prerequisite: French 7 or equivalent

Course Description

French 8 builds upon the foundational communication skills developed in French 7. Students expand their
ability to understand and communicate in increasingly varied everyday situations while developing greater
control of vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, reading, and written expression.

Authentic and instructional materials expose students to French as itis used in meaningful contexts, while
cultural study deepens their understanding of the diversity, traditions, perspectives, and experiences of
Francophone communities.

Major Topics / Units

Interpersonal Communication

Listening and Speaking

Reading Comprehension

Written Communication

Vocabulary Expansion

Grammar and Sentence Development

Pronunciation and Oral Fluency
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8. Francophone Cultures and Communities

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Understand increasingly detailed spoken French on familiar topics.

Participate in conversations and exchanges with greater confidence and independence.
Read and interpret increasingly complex age-appropriate texts.

Write connected sentences and short compositions for familiar purposes.

Apply an expanding range of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

Improve pronunciation, fluency, and listening comprehension.

Communicate information, ideas, preferences, and experiences.

Use contextual and linguistic strategies to determine meaning.

Compare cultural practices and perspectives across Francophone communities.
0. Demonstrate the proficiency necessary for continued French study in high school.
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Grade 8 Quarterly Elective Rotation

The Grade 8 Quarterly Elective Rotation is the culminating year of the Grades 6-8 exploratory sequence.
Students continue to rotate through Physical Education & Health, Digital Arts, Life Skills, and Chess, with
each course offered for one quarter.

Grade 8 instruction builds upon skills developed in Grades 6 and 7 while requiring greater independence,
application, decision-making, leadership, and self-management. The rotation helps students consolidate
practical and transferable skills as they prepare for the academic responsibilities and increased elective
choice of high school.

Physical Education & Health 8

Grade: 8 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Physical Education & Health 8 builds upon the fitness, wellness, movement, teamwork, and decision-making
skills developed in Grades 6 and 7. Students assume greater responsibility for personal fitness and wellness
while refining skills and strategies in individual and team activities. Emphasis is placed on developing
sustainable healthy habits, leadership, informed decision-making, safe participation, and positive
contributions to group activities.

Major Topics / Units

1. Personal Fitness and Wellness Planning

Individual and Team Activities

Strategy and Skill Refinement

Nutrition and Healthy Decision-Making

Stress, Rest, and Personal Wellness

Leadership and Teamwork

Safety and Injury Prevention

. Lifelong Physical Activity

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:

Demonstrate increased proficiency and control in physical activities.

Apply appropriate strategies during individual and team activities.

Assess personal fitness and establish appropriate wellness goals.

Make informed decisions related to physical activity, nutrition, rest, and health.

Apply safe practices and recognize personal physical limitations.

Demonstrate leadership, communication, cooperation, and sportsmanship.

Identify physical activities that can contribute to lifelong health.

Assume increasing responsibility for personal wellness.
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Digital Arts 8
Grade: 8 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None
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Course Description

Digital Arts 8 is the culminating course in the middle school Digital Arts sequence. Students build upon
Photoshop and visual-design skills developed in Grades 6 and 7 to plan and create increasingly independent
digital projects for defined purposes and audiences.

Students apply image editing, compositing, typography, color, visual hierarchy, and design principles while
moving through a more complete creative process from concept and planning to production, critique,
revision, and final presentation. Emphasis is placed on creative independence, visual communication,
technical quality, and responsible digital-media practices.

Major Topics / Units

Advanced Photoshop Workflow

Image Compositing and Manipulation

Typography and Visual Communication

Color and Composition

Design for Purpose and Audience

Concept Development and Creative Planning

Critique, Revision, and Presentation

Copyright, Attribution, and Digital Ethics

Skllls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:
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1. Use Adobe Photoshop independently to create and refine digital compositions.

2. Select appropriate tools and techniques for a specific design purpose.

3. Apply composition, typography, color, contrast, balance, and visual hierarchy effectively.

4. Develop original concepts in response to a design challenge.

5. Create work appropriate for a defined audience and purpose.

6. Use critique and feedback to revise and improve creative work.

7. Prepare and present polished final digital projects.

8. Apply responsible practices related to copyright, attribution, and digital-media use.

9. Demonstrate readiness for more specialized visual arts and digital-design electives in high school.
Life Skills 8

Grade: 8 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Life Skills 8 prepares students for the increased independence and responsibility associated with entering
high school. Building upon organization, communication, decision-making, and personal responsibility
developed in Grades 6 and 7, students apply these skills to academic planning, time management, personal
finance, self-advocacy, digital responsibility, relationships, and real-world situations.

Emphasis is placed on anticipating consequences, solving problems independently, seeking appropriate
support, and taking ownership of personal choices and responsibilities.

Major Topics / Units

1. High School Readiness and Personal Organization

Time and Priority Management

Goal Setting and Personal Accountability

Self-Advocacy and Help-Seeking

Communication and Conflict Resolution

Personal Finance and Budgeting

Digital Citizenship and Personal Reputation

Decision-Making and Consequences

Practical Independence

Skllls & Learning Outcomes

Students will:
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1. Organize and prioritize multiple academic and personal responsibilities.
2. Apply time-management strategies to longer-term assignments and commitments.
3. Establish goals and monitor progress toward them.
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Communicate appropriately with teachers, peers, and other adults.
Advocate for themselves and seek assistance appropriately.

Apply basic budgeting and personal-finance principles.

Resolve common interpersonal challenges respectfully.

Evaluate possible consequences before making decisions.

Manage digital communication and online behavior responsibly.

0. Demonstrate increasing independence and readiness for high school.
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Chess 8

Grade: 8 | Credit: 0.25 | Length: One Quarter | Prerequisite: None

Course Description

Chess 8 is the culminating course in the middle school chess sequence. Students build upon tactical and
strategic concepts developed in Grades 6 and 7 to analyze positions more independently, construct longer-
term plans, evaluate alternatives, and reflect critically on their decisions.

Through tactical exercises, position analysis, structured competition, and review of completed games,
students strengthen strategic reasoning, concentration, adaptability, resilience, and decision-making under
pressure.

Major Topics / Units

1. Advanced Tactical Recognition

Positional Analysis

Opening Strategy

Strategic and Multi-Step Planning

Endgame Technique

Candidate Moves and Decision-Making

Game Analysis and Self-Evaluation

. Competitive Play and Sportsmanship

Skills & Learning Outcomes

Students will:
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1. Identify and apply increasingly complex tactical patterns.

2. Evaluate positions using material, activity, space, structure, and king safety.

3. Develop strategic plans based on positional characteristics.

4. Generate and compare candidate moves before making decisions.

5. Anticipate an opponent's plans and respond appropriately.

6. Apply increasingly sophisticated endgame techniques.

7. Analyze completed games and identify strengths, errors, and alternatives.

8. Adjust strategies in response to changing circumstances.

9. Demonstrate concentration, resilience, patience, ethical competition, and sportsmanship.

10. Transfer habits of planning, analysis, reflection, and decision-making to other learning situations
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