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Mission, Philosophy & Objectives 
Mission Statement 

Learning Unlimited Preparatory School is founded on the principle of developing each student's potential to 
the fullest within a safe, positive, and academically challenging environment. The LUPS community is 
committed to cultivating scholarship, creativity, moral and ethical development, and fellowship within a 
diverse student body. Recognizing the variety of ways in which students learn, LUPS faculty and staff strive to 
empower students to become lifelong learners and responsible, compassionate citizens of the world. 

LUPS IS COMMITTED TO 

• Fostering individual and community responsibility and self-confidence. 
• Cultivating lifelong appreciation of learning, resourcefulness, and individual potential. 
• Providing broad-based, integrated, experiential learning in preparation for higher education. 
• Promoting global awareness, connectivity, and leadership. 
• Developing critical thinking, creative thinking, problem solving, communication, research, and 

organizational skills. 
• Promoting ethical conduct, respect for cultural diversity and individual differences, and preparation for 

global citizenship. 
• Creating opportunities for every member of the school community to be a partner in learning. 
Learning Unlimited Preparatory School admits students without discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
creed, religion, sex, or national origin to the rights, privileges, programs, and activities of the school. The same 
principle applies to school personnel and employment practices. 

Academic Planning & Graduation 
PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 

• Required courses that receive a final grade of F must be recovered through the LUPS Summer Credit 
Recovery Program or otherwise repeated before graduation requirements can be satisfied. 

• Foreign Language: three credits are required; at least two credits must be in the same language. Students 
planning for selective universities are encouraged to continue the same language for three or more years 
when possible. 

• Health/Physical Education: 1.0 credit required. Technology: 1.0 credit required. Fine Arts: 1.0 credit 
required. College/Career Preparation: 0.5 credit required. 

• All courses graded A–F are included in the cumulative GPA reported on the high-school transcript. 
• Elective offerings vary by enrollment and staffing. 
• Honors courses use a 4.5 grading scale; AP and Dual Enrollment courses use a 5.0 grading scale under the 

grading scale effective beginning Fall 2025. 
• Approved summer, dual-enrollment, independent-study, online, or external courses may count toward 

graduation when official transcripts are submitted and prior approval requirements are met. 

GRADUATION 
To qualify for a Learning Unlimited Preparatory School diploma, students must satisfy all graduation 
requirements and successfully complete required coursework. Seniors are responsible for meeting with the 
Dean of Academics and College Counselor to confirm appropriate enrollment and progress toward 
graduation. A senior who remains deficient in one subject may complete approved summer recovery 
requirements and receive a late diploma upon successful completion. 

UPPER SCHOOL COURSE-LOAD GUIDELINES 

• Students in Grades 9–12 carry a full-day academic course load. 
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• Seniors must schedule at least six courses within the seven-period academic day. 
• Course drops require a pressing academic or scheduling reason and approval from the Dean of 

Academics. 
• Seniors who drop a course during the second semester may be required to notify colleges to which they 

have been admitted. 
• Honors and AP enrollment is based on readiness, teacher recommendation/approval, and demonstrated 

academic habits. Students may be moved to a different level when necessary to support appropriate 
placement. 

Advanced Placement Courses 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses provide college-level academic experiences within the high-school 
program. AP courses require greater depth, independence, reading, writing, problem solving, and time 
commitment than standard college-preparatory courses. Placement is based on academic readiness, prior 
performance, motivation, and teacher approval where specified. 

AP Examination Expectation. Students enrolled in an AP course are expected to take the corresponding 
College Board AP examination in May. Exam fees are set annually and are communicated to families by the 
school. College credit or placement policies are determined by individual universities. 

How to Read This Guide 
Every course description now follows one consistent format designed for students, families, counselors, and 
university admissions readers: 

• Course Title 
• Grade(s) | Credit | Length | Prerequisite 
• Course Description 
• Major Topics / Units 
• Skills & Learning Outcomes 
• AP Examination (AP courses only) 

Course availability is subject to enrollment, staffing, scheduling, and student eligibility. 
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Course Catalog 
Course descriptions are organized by department. The guide emphasizes concise, transparent information 
while retaining the essential academic content and expectations of each course. 

ENGLISH  —  8 courses 

MATHEMATICS  —  8 courses 

SOCIAL SCIENCES & HISTORY  —  9 courses 

SCIENCE  —  8 courses 

SPANISH  —  5 courses 

FRENCH  —  5 courses 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH  —  1 course 

TECHNOLOGY  —  4 courses 

ARTS & ELECTIVES  —  4 courses 

 

English 

Grammar and Composition I 
Grade(s) 
9–10 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A foundational English course integrating composition, grammar, vocabulary, and genre-based literature. 
Students develop control of conventions and style while writing expository, descriptive, narrative, persuasive, 
creative, and research-based pieces. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Composition process and paragraph/essay structure 
• Grammar, usage, mechanics, and style 
• Genre-based literature and close reading 
• Narrative, expository, descriptive, and persuasive writing 
• Research writing and writers’ workshop 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Write organized essays for varied purposes and audiences 
• Apply standard English conventions accurately 
• Analyze literary elements across genres 
• Revise writing for clarity, structure, and style 
• Use evidence and research appropriately in longer writing 
 

Grammar and Composition II 
Grade(s) 
9–10 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Grammar and Composition I or equivalent 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A continuation of Grammar and Composition I that develops more sophisticated reading, writing, and 
language skills through classic and contemporary literature. Students strengthen analytical and persuasive 
writing while refining grammar, mechanics, and style. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Advanced composition and revision 
• Literary analysis across genres 
• Grammar, mechanics, usage, and style 
• Argumentative and expository writing 
• Independent reading and response 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Develop focused, well-supported analytical essays 
• Analyze author choices and literary techniques 
• Use varied sentence structures and precise language 
• Revise and edit for coherence and correctness 
• Respond critically to increasingly complex texts 
 

American Literature 
Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Prior high-school English coursework 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An interdisciplinary study of American literature from early oral traditions and colonial writing through major 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century movements and contemporary voices. Students connect literature to 
historical, political, cultural, and social contexts while strengthening research and analytical writing. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Early American and Puritan writing 
• Transcendentalism, realism, naturalism, and regionalism 
• Harlem Renaissance and modern American voices 
• Literary analysis and rhetoric 
• MLA research writing and vocabulary development 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze American texts in historical and cultural context 
• Interpret theme, style, diction, and rhetorical choices 
• Construct evidence-based literary analyses 
• Conduct and document literary research 
• Communicate interpretations effectively in writing and discussion 
 

World Literature 
Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Prior high-school English coursework 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A survey of significant world literature from classical traditions through modern and postmodern works. 
Students analyze texts from varied cultures and connect literary themes to historical, social, and 
philosophical contexts while refining research and analytical writing. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Classical and global literary traditions 
• Cross-cultural themes and perspectives 
• Literary analysis and critical response 
• Persuasion, bias, propaganda, and point of view 
• Research and analytical writing 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze literature from multiple cultures and periods 
• Compare themes, perspectives, and literary traditions 
• Recognize bias and persuasive techniques 
• Write organized analytical and research-based responses 
• Use technology appropriately in the research and writing process 
 

AP English Language and Composition 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Teacher recommendation; strong reading and 
writing skills recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level rhetoric and composition course focused on close reading of nonfiction and the development 
of evidence-based analytical, argumentative, and synthesis writing. Students evaluate sources, analyze 
rhetorical choices, and refine a mature academic style through sustained drafting and revision. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Rhetorical analysis 
• Argumentation and evidence 
• Synthesis of multiple sources 
• Nonfiction across disciplines and historical periods 
• Research, citation, drafting, and revision 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze rhetorical strategies and their effects 
• Develop defensible claims supported by relevant evidence 
• Synthesize information from multiple sources 
• Evaluate credibility and use research responsibly 
• Revise for organization, style, syntax, diction, and rhetorical effectiveness 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 
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AP English Literature and Composition 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Teacher recommendation; strong analytical 
reading and writing skills recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level literature course emphasizing close reading, literary interpretation, and analytical writing 
across poetry, drama, and prose. Students examine how writers use structure, language, and literary 
techniques to create meaning and prepare for the AP English Literature and Composition examination. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Close reading of prose, poetry, and drama 
• Literary argument and analysis 
• Theme, structure, diction, syntax, and figurative language 
• Timed analytical writing 
• AP-style multiple-choice and free-response practice 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Interpret complex literary texts independently 
• Analyze how literary techniques contribute to meaning 
• Develop evidence-based literary arguments 
• Write clear, organized analytical essays under timed and untimed conditions 
• Revise writing for precision, coherence, and sophistication 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

Yearbook and Journalism 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A production-oriented elective in which students document the school year through journalistic writing, 
photography, layout, graphics, and publication design. Students work collaboratively under authentic 
deadlines and assume responsibility for the planning, production, and business aspects of the yearbook. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Journalistic writing and copy editing 
• Photography and visual storytelling 
• Layout and publication design 
• Advertising and business operations 
• Deadline management and teamwork 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Write concise, accurate journalistic copy 
• Design effective page layouts 
• Select and edit photographs for publication 
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• Collaborate reliably under deadlines 
• Apply responsible publication and business practices 
 

Speech and Debate 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An elective developing confident public speaking, argumentation, evidence use, and formal debate skills. 
Students prepare informative and persuasive speeches, interpret literature orally, examine current issues, 
and learn rules of debate and parliamentary procedure. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Informative and persuasive speaking 
• Oral interpretation 
• Argument, evidence, and reasoning 
• Debate formats and parliamentary procedure 
• Current events and public policy 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Organize and deliver effective speeches 
• Use evidence to support persuasive claims 
• Respond thoughtfully to opposing arguments 
• Apply debate rules and reasoning strategies 
• Demonstrate poise, clarity, and audience awareness 
 

Mathematics 

Algebra I 
Grade(s) 
9 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A foundational algebra course developing the concepts and procedures required for success in later 
mathematics. Students work with expressions, equations, functions, graphs, systems, inequalities, and real-
world applications. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Real number system and algebraic expressions 
• Linear equations and inequalities 
• Relations, functions, and graphs 
• Systems of equations 
• Introductory polynomials, quadratics, and data analysis 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Model real-world situations algebraically 
• Solve equations, inequalities, and systems 
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• Interpret and graph linear relationships 
• Use multiple representations of functions 
• Apply problem-solving and estimation strategies 
 

Geometry 
Grade(s) 
9–10 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Algebra I or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A deductive and problem-solving course in Euclidean geometry that develops logical reasoning through 
relationships among points, lines, angles, triangles, polygons, circles, area, volume, coordinate geometry, 
and introductory trigonometry. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Reasoning and proof 
• Parallel and perpendicular lines 
• Triangles, congruence, and similarity 
• Polygons and circles 
• Area, surface area, volume, and right-triangle trigonometry 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Construct and justify geometric arguments 
• Apply theorems to solve problems 
• Use coordinate methods in geometric settings 
• Analyze similarity and congruence 
• Solve measurement and spatial-reasoning problems 
 

Algebra II / Trigonometry 
Grade(s) 
10–11 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Algebra I; Geometry recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A continuation of algebra that extends student understanding of functions, equations, complex numbers, 
matrices, polynomials, rational expressions, conic sections, exponentials, logarithms, and trigonometric 
functions. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Functions and graphing 
• Systems and matrices 
• Polynomials, radicals, and rational expressions 
• Quadratic and conic functions 
• Trigonometric, exponential, and logarithmic functions 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Solve and analyze increasingly complex equations 
• Model relationships with functions 
• Use matrices and graphing technology appropriately 
• Apply trigonometric concepts to problems 
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• Interpret multiple representations of mathematical relationships 
 

Pre-Calculus 
Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Algebra II / Trigonometry 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An advanced mathematics course preparing students for calculus through rigorous study of functions and 
analytic techniques. Algebraic, numerical, and graphical approaches are used to analyze polynomial, 
rational, exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric, parametric, and other functions. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Advanced functions and transformations 
• Trigonometry and identities 
• Conic sections and vectors 
• Sequences, series, and parametric equations 
• Limits and introduction to calculus 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze functions algebraically, numerically, and graphically 
• Apply trigonometric relationships and identities 
• Model real-world problems with advanced functions 
• Use graphing technology strategically 
• Demonstrate readiness for calculus-level reasoning 
 

Calculus 
Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Pre-Calculus 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A comprehensive introduction to differential and integral calculus. Students study limits, derivatives, 
integrals, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, differential equations, and applications to motion, area, 
volume, average value, growth, and decay. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Limits and continuity 
• Derivatives and applications 
• Integrals and accumulation 
• Fundamental Theorem of Calculus 
• Differential equations and modeling 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Compute and interpret derivatives and integrals 
• Analyze graphs using calculus concepts 
• Model rates of change and accumulation 
• Solve applied optimization and motion problems 
• Connect graphical, numerical, and symbolic representations 
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AP Calculus AB 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Algebra II / Trigonometry and Pre-Calculus; 
teacher approval required 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level calculus course for advanced mathematics students. The course develops conceptual and 
procedural understanding of limits, derivatives, integrals, differential equations, and applications consistent 
with the AP Calculus AB framework. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Limits and continuity 
• Differentiation and applications 
• Integration and accumulation 
• Differential equations 
• Applications of calculus to motion, area, and volume 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Interpret calculus concepts across representations 
• Apply derivative and integral techniques accurately 
• Justify conclusions using mathematical reasoning 
• Model and solve applied calculus problems 
• Communicate solutions clearly and prepare for AP-style assessment 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

AP Statistics 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Teacher recommendation; Algebra II 
recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level introduction to statistics centered on collecting, analyzing, interpreting, and drawing 
conclusions from data. Students learn to communicate statistical reasoning using appropriate vocabulary, 
technology, and graphical and numerical methods. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Exploring one- and two-variable data 
• Sampling and experimental design 
• Probability and random variables 
• Sampling distributions 
• Statistical inference 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze data using graphical and numerical methods 
• Evaluate study design and data collection 
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• Use probability models appropriately 
• Perform and interpret statistical inference 
• Communicate conclusions in context 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

Consumer Mathematics 
Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Prior high-school mathematics coursework 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A practical mathematics course for students completing graduation requirements outside the pre-
calculus/calculus pathway. The course reinforces algebraic reasoning and applies quantitative skills to 
personal, workplace, and introductory college-level contexts. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Applied algebra 
• Percent, ratio, and proportional reasoning 
• Personal finance applications 
• Measurement and data interpretation 
• Problem solving in real-world contexts 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Apply mathematics to everyday decisions 
• Interpret quantitative information accurately 
• Use algebraic reasoning in practical settings 
• Estimate and check reasonableness 
• Build readiness for introductory college mathematics 
 

Social Sciences & History 

World History 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A broad survey of world history and geography from early civilizations through modern times. Students 
examine political, economic, social, religious, cultural, and technological developments and analyze the 
people, events, and trends that shaped global history. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Early societies and civilizations 
• Major world religions and cultural systems 
• Political and economic development 
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• Technological change and social transformation 
• Global interactions and modern world issues 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Identify major historical patterns and turning points 
• Use geographic context to interpret history 
• Analyze cause, consequence, continuity, and change 
• Compare civilizations and political systems 
• Use evidence to support historical explanations 
 

Modern World History 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A focused study of world history from approximately 1850 to the present. Students investigate 
industrialization, revolution, totalitarianism, global conflict, the Cold War, decolonization, technological 
change, and contemporary international relations. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Industrialization and imperialism 
• Russian and Chinese Revolutions 
• Fascism, Nazism, World War II, and the Holocaust 
• Cold War and post-Cold War relations 
• Technology, society, environment, and globalization 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze major developments since the nineteenth century 
• Evaluate political, economic, and social causes of conflict 
• Use primary and secondary sources critically 
• Connect historical events to contemporary global issues 
• Construct evidence-based historical explanations 
 

AP World History: Modern 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Teacher recommendation; strong reading and 
writing skills recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A rigorous college-level history course examining major global developments, processes, and connections 
across regions and time. Students practice historical reasoning, source analysis, comparison, 
contextualization, and evidence-based writing in preparation for the AP examination. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Global developments and networks 
• State building and governance 
• Economic systems and exchange 
• Social and cultural change 
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• Industrialization, conflict, globalization, and contemporary transformations 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze primary and secondary sources 
• Develop historical arguments using evidence 
• Compare societies and processes across time and place 
• Explain causation, continuity, and change 
• Write AP-style analytical responses 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

AP European History 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Teacher recommendation; strong reading and 
writing skills recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A reading- and writing-intensive college-level study of European history emphasizing political, economic, 
social, intellectual, and cultural developments. Students evaluate historical evidence, interpret competing 
perspectives, and construct analytical arguments. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Renaissance and Reformation 
• Absolutism, revolution, and political change 
• Industrialization and nationalism 
• Imperialism and global conflict 
• Twentieth-century Europe and contemporary developments 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Evaluate primary and secondary sources 
• Develop historical interpretations supported by evidence 
• Analyze change and continuity across periods 
• Compare political and social developments 
• Write clear, persuasive historical arguments 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

United States History 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A survey of United States history with particular emphasis on Reconstruction through the Cold War and 
modern era. Students examine political institutions, national identity, economic and social development, 
domestic change, and the evolution of U.S. foreign policy. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Reconstruction and industrialization 
• Progressivism and political reform 
• World wars and the interwar period 
• Civil rights and social change 
• Cold War, foreign policy, and contemporary America 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze critical events and historical developments 
• Connect political institutions to historical change 
• Evaluate evidence and competing interpretations 
• Explain causes and consequences of U.S. policy choices 
• Write evidence-based historical analyses 
 

AP United States History 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Teacher recommendation; strong reading and 
writing skills recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level survey of United States history that develops the factual knowledge and analytical skills 
required to interpret historical evidence, evaluate competing perspectives, and construct AP-level historical 
arguments. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Colonial development and nation building 
• Expansion, sectional conflict, Civil War, and Reconstruction 
• Industrialization, reform, and global engagement 
• Depression, world wars, and Cold War 
• Civil rights and contemporary United States history 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze primary and secondary historical sources 
• Contextualize historical developments 
• Construct evidence-based arguments 
• Evaluate continuity, change, causation, and comparison 
• Write AP-style document-based and analytical responses 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 
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American Government 
Grade(s) 
12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A study of the principles, documents, institutions, and political traditions of the United States government. 
Students examine the Constitution, Bill of Rights, branches of government, political parties, elections, federal 
power, and the evolution of American political institutions. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Foundations and constitutional principles 
• Constitution and Bill of Rights 
• Legislative, executive, and judicial branches 
• Political parties and elections 
• Federalism and growth of federal power 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Explain major principles of American government 
• Analyze foundational documents 
• Compare powers and functions of institutions 
• Evaluate political developments and elections 
• Apply constitutional ideas to civic and political questions 
 

AP U.S. Government and Politics 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None; strong reading and writing skills 
recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An introductory college-level course examining the structure and operation of the U.S. government and the 
principles that shape American democracy. Students analyze foundational documents, Supreme Court 
cases, and political data to understand constitutional principles, federalism, civil liberties and rights, political 
beliefs, institutions, and citizen participation. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Foundations of American Democracy 
• Interactions Among Branches of Government 
• Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 
• American Political Ideologies and Beliefs 
• Political Participation 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze foundational documents and Supreme Court decisions 
• Interpret political data and quantitative information 
• Compare political perspectives and institutions 
• Evaluate evidence and construct evidence-based arguments 
• Apply constitutional principles to contemporary political situations 
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AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

AP Psychology 

Grade(s) 
10–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Teacher recommendation; strong reading and 
independent study habits recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level introduction to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes. 
Students examine major psychological concepts, research methods, biological and cognitive processes, 
development, social psychology, and psychological disorders and treatment. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Scientific foundations and research methods 
• Biological bases of behavior 
• Sensation, perception, learning, and cognition 
• Development and social psychology 
• Psychological disorders and treatment 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Apply psychological concepts to behavior and mental processes 
• Interpret research designs and findings 
• Evaluate psychological evidence and ethical considerations 
• Use discipline-specific vocabulary accurately 
• Analyze behavior from multiple psychological perspectives 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

Science 

Biology 
Grade(s) 
9–10 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An introductory laboratory science course examining living organisms through major themes including unity 
and diversity, evolution, energy, homeostasis, systems, interactions, and the nature of science. Laboratory 
investigation and scientific inquiry are integral to the course. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Cell structure and function 
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• Genetics and heredity 
• Evolution and biological diversity 
• Human, animal, and plant physiology 
• Ecology, classification, and scientific inquiry 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Use scientific inquiry and problem-solving skills 
• Explain core biological processes 
• Analyze relationships among organisms and environments 
• Collect and interpret laboratory evidence 
• Communicate scientific observations and conclusions 
 

AP Biology 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Biology and Chemistry with grades of B or higher; 
teacher recommendation 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A highly accelerated college-level biology course emphasizing molecular and cellular processes, genetics, 
evolution, organismal systems, ecology, and laboratory investigation. Students are expected to synthesize 
concepts, analyze data, and communicate scientific reasoning at an advanced level. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Chemistry of life and cells 
• Cellular energetics 
• Genetics and gene expression 
• Evolution and natural selection 
• Biological systems, ecology, and laboratory investigation 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Design and analyze biological investigations 
• Interpret experimental data and models 
• Explain biological systems across scales 
• Construct evidence-based scientific explanations 
• Apply quantitative and analytical reasoning to biological problems 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

Chemistry 
Grade(s) 
10–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Algebra I recommended 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An introductory laboratory course in chemical principles including atomic theory, periodicity, bonding, 
reactions, energy relationships, acids and bases, states of matter, equilibrium, and introductory organic 
chemistry. Laboratory work develops safety, measurement, and experimental skills. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Atomic structure and periodic trends 
• Chemical bonding and compounds 
• Stoichiometry and chemical reactions 
• States of matter, solutions, acids, and bases 
• Energy, equilibrium, and laboratory methods 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Use chemical models and symbolic representations 
• Solve quantitative chemistry problems 
• Conduct laboratory work safely and accurately 
• Analyze experimental data 
• Explain chemical changes using evidence and theory 
 

AP Chemistry 

Grade(s) 
10–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Teacher recommendation; Chemistry and strong 
algebra skills recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level general chemistry course emphasizing atomic structure, bonding, reactions, kinetics, 
thermodynamics, equilibrium, and quantitative problem solving. Students complete rigorous laboratory 
investigations and prepare to communicate chemical reasoning using data, models, and mathematical 
relationships. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Atomic and molecular structure 
• Bonding and intermolecular forces 
• Chemical reactions and stoichiometry 
• Kinetics, thermodynamics, and equilibrium 
• Acid-base chemistry and laboratory investigation 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Apply mathematical reasoning to chemical systems 
• Interpret particle-level and macroscopic representations 
• Design and analyze laboratory investigations 
• Explain trends and reactions using chemical principles 
• Construct evidence-based scientific arguments 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 
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Physics 
Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Algebra II / Trigonometry recommended 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An introductory study of the laws governing matter, energy, motion, and forces. Students use conceptual 
reasoning, mathematical analysis, demonstrations, and laboratory investigations to explore mechanics, 
thermodynamics, waves, optics, electricity, magnetism, and nuclear physics. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Kinematics and dynamics 
• Work, energy, and power 
• Heat and thermodynamics 
• Waves, sound, and light 
• Electricity, magnetism, and modern physics 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Apply physical laws to quantitative problems 
• Interpret graphs, vectors, and models 
• Design and conduct laboratory investigations 
• Connect mathematical relationships to physical phenomena 
• Use evidence to explain and predict system behavior 
 

AP Physics 1 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Algebra II or concurrent enrollment; teacher 
recommendation 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An algebra-based introductory college-level physics course developing conceptual understanding and 
scientific reasoning through laboratory investigation and problem solving. Topics include mechanics, energy, 
momentum, rotation, oscillations, and fluids. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Kinematics 
• Force and translational dynamics 
• Work, energy, and power 
• Linear momentum and collisions 
• Rotation, oscillations, and fluids 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Create and interpret physical models 
• Analyze experimental data and uncertainty 
• Apply conservation laws and Newtonian mechanics 
• Use algebraic and graphical reasoning to solve problems 
• Design and evaluate investigations 
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AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

Environmental Science 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An interdisciplinary science course examining the physical, biological, and earth systems that shape the 
environment. Students use scientific concepts and practices to analyze natural and human-caused 
environmental issues and make evidence-based decisions in real-world contexts. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Earth systems and resources 
• Ecology and biodiversity 
• Population and resource use 
• Pollution and environmental change 
• Sustainability and evidence-based decision making 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Explain interactions among environmental systems 
• Analyze environmental data and case studies 
• Evaluate human impacts and possible solutions 
• Apply scientific reasoning to environmental decisions 
• Communicate evidence-based conclusions 
 

AP Environmental Science 

Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Biology and Chemistry recommended; teacher 
recommendation 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level interdisciplinary environmental science course focused on the relationships of the natural 
world, environmental problems, risk analysis, and potential solutions. Laboratory and field investigations 
provide firsthand experience with environmental systems and scientific methods. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Ecosystems and biodiversity 
• Earth systems and resources 
• Population and land/water use 
• Energy resources and consumption 
• Pollution, global change, and field/lab investigation 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Analyze environmental relationships using scientific principles 
• Design and interpret field and laboratory investigations 
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• Evaluate environmental risks and proposed solutions 
• Use quantitative and qualitative data 
• Construct evidence-based explanations and decisions 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

Spanish 

Spanish I 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A beginning language course developing foundational listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills through 
high-frequency vocabulary, basic grammar, routine communication, and cultural study of Spanish-speaking 
communities. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Greetings, school, family, food, time, and daily life 
• Present-tense verbs and basic sentence structure 
• Question formation and negation 
• Beginning reading and writing 
• Introduction to Hispanic cultures 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Understand familiar spoken and written language 
• Participate in basic conversations 
• Write simple sentences and short passages 
• Apply foundational grammar and vocabulary 
• Identify cultural perspectives from Spanish-speaking communities 
 

Spanish II 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Spanish I or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A continuation of beginning Spanish that expands vocabulary, grammatical control, reading comprehension, 
and interpersonal communication. Students work with additional past, future, conditional, perfect, 
command, and introductory subjunctive structures while exploring Spanish-speaking cultures. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Past, future, conditional, and perfect tenses 
• Direct and indirect objects 
• Commands and demonstratives 
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• Expanded reading and writing 
• Cultural exploration 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Communicate in increasingly varied situations 
• Understand short authentic and adapted texts 
• Write organized responses using level-appropriate structures 
• Use expanded verb systems with increasing accuracy 
• Compare cultural practices and perspectives 
 

Spanish III 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Spanish II or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An intermediate course emphasizing increasingly sophisticated communication, reading, writing, listening, 
and cultural analysis. Students interact with more authentic language and begin deeper literary and cultural 
study. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Intermediate conversation and discussion 
• Reading for main ideas and detail 
• Narrative and descriptive writing 
• Literary analysis 
• Culture through print and digital resources 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Communicate in practical and academic contexts 
• Understand increasingly complex spoken Spanish 
• Read and analyze age-appropriate texts 
• Revise writing for greater accuracy 
• Express and support opinions in Spanish 
 

Spanish IV 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Spanish III or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An advanced course using authentic Spanish and Latin American literature, history, and culture to strengthen 
comprehension, written expression, conversation, oral presentation, and advanced grammar in preparation 
for higher-level language study. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Authentic literature and cultural texts 
• Advanced grammar and composition 
• Conversation and oral presentation 
• Vocabulary development 
• Spanish and Latin American history and culture 



Learning Unlimited Preparatory School  •  High School Curriculum Guide  •  24 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Read authentic texts for meaning and nuance 
• Communicate with greater fluency and accuracy 
• Write sustained responses in Spanish 
• Analyze cultural and literary perspectives 
• Prepare for advanced or AP-level language study 
 

AP Spanish Language and Culture 

Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Spanish IV or equivalent; teacher 
recommendation 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An advanced college-level language course emphasizing communication, interpretation, cultural 
understanding, and sustained use of Spanish. Students develop proficiency in interpersonal, interpretive, and 
presentational communication while working with authentic texts and media. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Interpersonal communication 
• Interpretive reading and listening 
• Presentational speaking and writing 
• Cultural comparison 
• Authentic texts, media, and global themes 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Communicate effectively in spoken and written Spanish 
• Interpret authentic audio, visual, and written sources 
• Present organized ideas for varied audiences 
• Compare cultural products, practices, and perspectives 
• Demonstrate readiness for AP-style language tasks 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

French 

French I 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A beginning French course developing foundational vocabulary and communication related to school, family, 
friends, home, time, food, shopping, and personal activities, with introductory study of French history and 
culture. 
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MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Foundational vocabulary 
• Basic listening and speaking 
• Beginning reading and writing 
• Everyday communication 
• French history and culture 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Understand and use familiar French expressions 
• Participate in basic conversations 
• Read and write simple texts 
• Apply introductory grammar and vocabulary 
• Recognize basic cultural and historical contexts 
 

French II 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
French I or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A continuation of introductory French focused on more genuine oral and written communication. Students 
expand vocabulary and grammar through topics such as travel, sports, clothing, health, and transportation 
while continuing study of Francophone history and culture. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Expanded vocabulary and structures 
• Travel and transportation 
• Health, fitness, and daily life 
• Reading and writing development 
• Francophone history and culture 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Communicate in increasingly varied situations 
• Understand level-appropriate spoken and written French 
• Write connected sentences and paragraphs 
• Apply expanding grammatical structures 
• Compare Francophone cultural practices 
 

French III 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
French II or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An intermediate course conducted largely in French that develops communication on everyday and academic 
topics while introducing French literature and literary analysis. Students strengthen descriptive and narrative 
writing and deepen study of Francophone cultures. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Daily life, environment, health, and careers 
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• Intermediate grammar 
• Conversation and discussion 
• Literature and literary analysis 
• Francophone culture and history 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Communicate more independently in French 
• Write descriptive and narrative prose 
• Read and discuss literary texts 
• Use more accurate pronunciation and grammar 
• Analyze cultural and historical perspectives 
 

French IV 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
French III or equivalent 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An advanced French course emphasizing sustained spoken and written communication through literature, 
history, and culture from the Renaissance to the modern era. Students refine pronunciation, grammar, 
vocabulary, interpretation, and literary analysis. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Advanced grammar and communication 
• Pronunciation, intonation, and nuance 
• French and Francophone literature 
• Historical and cultural contexts 
• Analytical reading and writing 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Communicate with increasing fluency and accuracy 
• Interpret complex literary and cultural texts 
• Write sustained analytical responses 
• Discuss historical and cultural issues in French 
• Demonstrate readiness for advanced language study 
 

AP French Language and Culture 
Grade(s) 
11–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
French IV or equivalent; teacher recommendation 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A college-level immersion course emphasizing active communication, authentic texts, and Francophone 
cultures. Students develop interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational proficiency through six broad 
themes and extensive spoken and written French. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Global Challenges 
• Science and Technology 
• Contemporary Life 
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• Personal and Public Identities 
• Families and Communities; Beauty and Aesthetics 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Understand spoken French in varied contexts 
• Interpret authentic print and media sources 
• Communicate coherently and fluently in speech and writing 
• Compare Francophone cultures and perspectives 
• Perform AP-style interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational tasks 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination in 
May. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; college credit and placement policies vary by 
institution. 

 

Physical Education & Health 

Health 
Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
0.5 

Length 
Semester 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A required semester course addressing physical, mental, emotional, and social wellness across the lifespan. 
Students examine nutrition, body systems, substance awareness, relationships, safety, first aid, community 
health, and the interaction between individual and societal health. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Mental and emotional health 
• Family and social health 
• Nutrition and body systems 
• Substance awareness 
• Community health, safety, and first aid 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Make informed personal health decisions 
• Explain factors influencing wellness 
• Evaluate health risks and protective behaviors 
• Apply basic safety and first-aid knowledge 
• Recognize connections between individual and community health 
 

Technology 

Information Technology 

Grade(s) 
9–10 

Credit 
0.5 

Length 
Semester 

Prerequisite 
None 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A practical technology course introducing productivity tools and digital skills used across the curriculum. 
Students develop competence with word processing, spreadsheets, presentation software, and the 
responsible application of technology in school, home, business, and society. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Word processing 
• Spreadsheets 
• Presentation software 
• Digital organization and productivity 
• Technology in society 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Create and format professional digital documents 
• Use spreadsheets to organize and analyze information 
• Design effective presentations 
• Integrate multiple applications in a final project 
• Use technology responsibly and efficiently 
 

Graphic Arts & Digital Design 

Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A hands-on visual arts and technology elective introducing students to the principles, processes, and 
professional tools of contemporary graphic design. Students learn to communicate ideas visually through 
typography, color, composition, imagery, branding, digital illustration, photo editing, and layout design. While 
students have access to the full Adobe Creative Cloud suite, the course emphasizes Adobe Photoshop as the 
primary platform for image creation, manipulation, enhancement, and digital composition. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Elements and principles of graphic design 
• Adobe Photoshop tools, workspace, and workflow 
• Digital imaging, layers, selections, masking, and non-destructive editing 
• Photo editing, retouching, and image enhancement 
• Typography, color theory, composition, and visual hierarchy 
• Digital illustration, posters, advertising, branding, and visual identity 
• Copyright, image ethics, critique, revision, and portfolio development 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Apply design principles to create purposeful visual compositions 
• Develop proficiency with Adobe Photoshop and appropriate Creative Cloud tools 
• Create and manipulate original digital imagery for screen and print 
• Interpret design briefs and develop solutions for defined audiences and purposes 
• Use critique and revision to refine technical and creative work 
• Apply appropriate file organization, resolution, format, copyright, and attribution practices 
• Develop a portfolio demonstrating technical growth, creativity, and visual communication 
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VEX/Edison Robotics 

Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A hands-on STEM elective introducing robotics, engineering design, computational thinking, and 
programming through the design, construction, coding, testing, and refinement of robotic systems. Using VEX 
and Edison robotics platforms, students explore how mechanical components, sensors, motors, 
programming, and control systems work together to solve increasingly complex challenges. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Introduction to robotics and engineering design 
• VEX and Edison robotics systems 
• Mechanical design, structure, motion, and simple machines 
• Programming and computational thinking 
• Sensors, inputs, outputs, and autonomous behavior 
• Testing, troubleshooting, and iterative design 
• Advanced robotics design challenges and technical documentation 
• Robotics, automation, and emerging technologies 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Apply the engineering design process to define problems, prototype, test, and improve solutions 
• Safely use VEX and Edison components, tools, sensors, motors, and control systems 
• Design, construct, program, and refine robotic systems 
• Apply sequencing, variables, conditionals, loops, functions, and sensor-based control 
• Troubleshoot mechanical, electrical, and programming problems systematically 
• Use testing data to evaluate performance and guide improvement 
• Collaborate effectively and communicate technical decisions and results 
• Demonstrate creativity, persistence, adaptability, and responsible technology use 
 

AP Computer Science Principles 

Grade(s) 
10–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
Successful completion of Algebra I 
recommended; no prior programming 
experience required 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An introductory college-level course providing students with a broad understanding of computer science and 
the ways computing influences individuals, communities, and society. Students explore programming, 
algorithms, data, computer systems and networks, cybersecurity, and the social and ethical impacts of 
computing through hands-on programming, collaborative problem solving, data analysis, and project 
development. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Creative Development 
• Data 
• Algorithms and Programming 
• Computer Systems and Networks 
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• Impact of Computing 
• Cybersecurity, privacy, and responsible computing 
• AP Create performance task 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Design and develop programs to solve problems and express ideas 
• Apply algorithms, sequencing, selection, iteration, variables, procedures, lists, and abstraction 
• Test, debug, analyze, and refine computational solutions 
• Explain how data are represented, processed, stored, and used 
• Explain fundamental concepts of computer systems, networks, and the Internet 
• Evaluate cybersecurity, privacy, bias, access, and other societal impacts of computing 
• Collaborate and communicate clearly about computational processes and solutions 
• Complete required AP Computer Science Principles assessment components 

AP EXAMINATION 
Students enrolled in this course are expected to take the corresponding College Board AP examination and 
complete required AP assessment components. Exam fees are communicated annually by the school; 
college credit and placement policies vary by institution. 

 

Arts & Electives 

Dance 

Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A year-long performing arts elective designed to develop technical ability, physical awareness, creativity, 
confidence, and artistic expression through movement. Students explore a variety of dance styles and 
traditions while developing coordination, rhythm, balance, flexibility, spatial awareness, musicality, 
choreography, improvisation, and performance skills. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Foundations of movement and dance technique 
• Rhythm, musicality, coordination, and spatial awareness 
• Contemporary, modern, jazz, and popular dance styles 
• Caribbean and culturally diverse dance traditions 
• Improvisation and creative movement 
• Choreography and composition 
• Performance skills, stage presence, rehearsal, and ensemble work 
• Dance history, culture, conditioning, and injury prevention 
• Student choreography and performance projects 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Demonstrate increasing control, coordination, balance, flexibility, strength, and body awareness 
• Perform foundational techniques from a range of dance styles 
• Apply rhythm, timing, musicality, dynamics, and spatial awareness 
• Explore Caribbean and other cultural dance traditions as forms of expression 
• Use improvisation and choreographic principles to create original work 
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• Develop confidence, stage presence, and appropriate performance technique 
• Collaborate responsibly in rehearsals and use feedback to improve 
• Apply safe movement, conditioning, and injury-prevention practices 
• Analyze and reflect on dance performances using appropriate vocabulary 
 

Chorus 

Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
0.5 

Length 
Semester 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A vocal music elective for students interested in individual and ensemble singing. Students explore a range of 
musical styles, vocal techniques, repertoire, and performance practices in accompanied and a cappella 
settings. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Vocal technique 
• Ensemble singing 
• Repertoire across styles 
• Musicianship and interpretation 
• Performance practice 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Sing with improved tone, pitch, and breath control 
• Perform effectively in small and larger ensembles 
• Interpret varied musical styles 
• Demonstrate rehearsal discipline 
• Contribute responsibly to group performance 
 

Academic Readiness & College Success 

Grade(s) 
9–12 

Credit 
1.0 

Length 
Full Year 

Prerequisite 
None 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A developmental elective designed to strengthen the academic habits, learning strategies, self-management 
skills, and college and career readiness students need for success in high school and beyond. The course 
progresses intentionally across Grades 9–12: Grade 9 builds foundational academic habits; Grade 10 
develops strategic learning and research judgment; Grade 11 emphasizes advanced academic performance 
and postsecondary planning; and Grade 12 focuses on execution, independence, and the transition to 
college, career, and adult life. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Academic organization and executive functioning 
• Learning, study, and memory strategies 
• Critical reading, research, and information literacy 
• Academic writing, communication, and collaboration 
• Self-advocacy, reflection, and personal responsibility 
• Goal setting and academic planning 
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• College and career exploration 
• Postsecondary admissions and financial literacy 
• Professional communication, decision-making, and independent living 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Develop and apply systems for managing academic responsibilities and long-term goals 
• Select learning strategies appropriate to different subjects and assessments 
• Monitor understanding and adjust strategies using evidence of performance 
• Read critically, evaluate sources, and use information responsibly 
• Communicate effectively through academic and professional formats 
• Practice academic integrity and responsible use of technology and artificial intelligence 
• Set meaningful academic, college, and career goals and identify concrete actions 
• Research and evaluate postsecondary opportunities for fit, requirements, and affordability 
• Develop increasing independence in decision-making, problem-solving, and personal responsibility 
• Demonstrate readiness for postsecondary education, employment, and adult life 
 

Character Education and Digital Citizenship 

Grade(s) 
9–10 

Credit 
0.5 

Length 
Semester 

Prerequisite 
None; required for new LUPS high-school 
students 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A required course supporting students as they transition into the academic, social, and digital responsibilities 
of the LUPS high school community. Students develop the character, judgment, and practical skills 
necessary to act with integrity, build respectful relationships, make responsible decisions, and participate 
positively in school and society. 

MAJOR TOPICS / UNITS 

• Character, values, and personal responsibility 
• Ethical decision-making and academic integrity 
• Respect, empathy, communication, and healthy relationships 
• Leadership, collaboration, and community responsibility 
• Digital identity, reputation, and digital footprints 
• Online communication, social media, and cyberbullying 
• Privacy, cybersecurity, and responsible technology use 
• Media and information literacy 
• Artificial intelligence and digital ethics 

SKILLS & LEARNING OUTCOMES 

• Apply integrity, respect, responsibility, empathy, and ethical decision-making to academic, personal, and 
digital situations 

• Demonstrate understanding of LUPS expectations for conduct and academic integrity 
• Evaluate consequences of personal choices and online behavior 
• Communicate respectfully and manage conflict and peer pressure constructively 
• Understand how online activity contributes to digital identity and reputation 
• Recognize and respond appropriately to privacy, cybersecurity, social-media, and online risks 
• Evaluate digital information for credibility, reliability, bias, and purpose 
• Use technology and artificial intelligence safely, ethically, and appropriately for academic purposes 
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• Contribute positively to the LUPS community and broader society 
 

Honors Course Designation 
Selected college-preparatory courses may be offered with an Honors designation. Honors sections require 
greater depth, independence, pace, and quality of work and may include additional reading, writing, problem-
solving, projects, or assessments. Eligibility is determined by academic readiness, prior performance, 
teacher recommendation, and administrative approval. 

Course Selection & Advising 
Students and families should use this guide together with transcript review, graduation requirements, teacher 
recommendations, postsecondary goals, and consultation with the Dean of Academics and College 
Counselor. The strongest schedule is one that is appropriately challenging, coherent, and sustainable for the 
individual student. 
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